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Homorabls Kerm:it Gordom
Director

Bureau of the Budget
Washington 23, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Martin A. Kramer
Dear Mr. Cerdom:

Reference is made to the Buresau's letter of 4 Decomber 1963
raquasting the views of this Agency on the Department of State draft
bill to amend the Miseing Farsons Act (30 U.8.C. App. 1001 ot seq.)
to include coverage of allens empleyed by the United States Government
outsids the continental United States. The proposed legislatien would
apply retroactively to all perioeds after 31 Decamber 1948 during which
an alien who bhad been employed for service outside the continental
United States occupled a status listed ia section 2 of the Missing Persens
Act.

We acte that & quection exists as te the literal application of
the Missing Fersemns Act (o persons who are arrested, tried and
fimprisoned in fereign countries. H.R. 2989, a blll te amead the
Missing Persoms Act to coever certain persons detained in forelgn
countries againet their will and for ether purpeses, which was proposed
by the Dupartment of Defense, was passed by the House of Representatives
on § July 1963 and is now awalting action by Semate Armed Services
Committee. M. Report No. 411, te accommpany H. R. 2989, indicatss
that that bill would provide specific coverags in cold war altuation for
perscanel employed by the Federal Government whe are arrested or
otherwizse detained by foreign governments (n other than a het war
sltuation. The Report states in part at page It :
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At prooent, the bonefits of the Missing Persens Act
nnnovudtunu-ovuhhm«mdmut'h
are 'aneunymmwzoumu-,md
" missing, missing in action, interned in a foveign country,
captured by & hestile fosee, or besleged by & hestile
fercs.’ All of these tovms, ‘with the euseption of the
werd ‘missing’ standing slens and possibly ‘taterned ia
n loreign country’ wore eriginally predissted wpen &
declared war and i trestad Mterally, weuld imply &
sondition of doclared war.
prepesed amendments to the Miocsing Porsens
Act entained tn M. R. 2969/ weuld add the werds
'Wh.!mmw&-m'd
would thus provids specific coverage in cold war
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Stacerely,

25X1A I
Leglslative Counsel
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ratisns abseed. Mowsver, the rutresstive appileation of sush an
".m-. w‘mmﬁwm-nlmm
1 seme security preblems with respect te sertain employed alisne.
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